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The event 
The first 50 years of the Nonino Prize celebrated in Paris 
 

The Nonino Prize celebrates its 50th anniversary in the City of Light (Ville 
Lumière) 
 
The Friulian family of distillers celebrated the anniversary at the Italian Institute of Culture in Paris.  
Established in 1975 by Giannola and Benito the acknowledgement for the enhancement of rural 
civilization and its fruits. 
 
Franco Mazzotta 
 
BIRTHDAY 
The Nonino Prize celebrates its fiftieth anniversary in Paris. Yesterday evening at 6:00 PM, at the 
Italian Institute of Culture at the Hôtel de Galliffet on Rue de Varenne, the prize—established in 
1975 by the Nonino family of distillers in Percoto, Friuli, initially not as a purely literary prize, but 
as a gesture of defense of rural culture, and of native Friulian vine varieties at risk of extinction—
treated itself with a glamorous evening, in the presence of the director of the Italian Institute of 
Culture, Antonio Calbi, celebrating of the values that have inspired the prize and have guided it 
for fifteen years. 
Prestigious personalities from the intellectual and artistic worlds were present, including Adonis, 
Syrian poet who received the Nonino Prize 1999; Suad Amiry, Palestinian architect who received 
the Nonino Prize 2014; Dominique de Villepin, French diplomat and writer who received the 
Nonino Prize 2025; Jorie Graham,  American poet who received the Nonino Prize 2013; Amin 
Maalouf, a French-Lebanese writer who received the 1998 Nonino Prize; Ariane Mnouchkine, 
French filmmaker who received the Nonino Prize 2015; Edgar Morin, philosopher who received 
the Nonino Prize 2004; Silvia Pérez-Vitoria, sociologist and economist who received the Nonino 
Prize 2009; and many other friends.  
A moment of international encounter and communication, to explore issues concerning respect for 
the earth and humanity in an ever-changing world. 
 
THE HISTORY 
The Nonino Rist d'Aur Prize – Gold Vine-shoot, born as an act of love for their land, is a cultural 
initiative that over the years has told the story of the Nonino family, connecting it to tradition and 
innovation. Established in 1975 by Giannola and Benito with the aim of "stimulating, rewarding, 
and obtaining official recognition for the ancient native Friulian vine varieties at risk of extinction" 
and to promote rural culture and its fruits, " over the decades, it has established itself as an 
international reference point, honoring leading figures in contemporary thought and creativity" 
and anticipating the Nobel Prize winners six times. It has succeeded in conveying, with an authentic 
message, the values of quality, respect for the land, for people, and for craftsmanship, always with 
an eye to the future: the founding values of the Nonino family.  
The event also featured a preview of the book edited by Antonella Nonino, celebrating the golden 
anniversary of Grappa and Culture. It collects texts and images to retrace fifty years of the Prize 
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and commemorate the personalities who have joined the Great Family of the Nonino Prize, starting 
with the first drop of Grappa Monovitigno® Picolit, the Nonino revolution, where it all began. 
From Ermanno Olmi to Leonardo Sciascia, Mario Soldati, Claude Lévi-Strauss, Peter Brook, Jorge 
Amado, Altan, Claudio Abbado, V.S. Naipaul, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, and Giorgio Parisi, up 
to the 2025 prizewinners and the current jury members: Antonio Damasio, Adonis, Suad Amiry, 
John Banville, Luca Cendali, Mauro Ceruti, Jorie Graham, Amin Maalouf, Claudio Magris, 
Norman Manea, and Edgar Morin. 
 
SEE BEYOND 
As mentioned, the Nonino Prize has anticipated, six times, the choices of Nobel Prize winners: 
with Rigoberta Menchù (Nonino Prize 1988, Nobel Prize 1992), with V.S. Naipaul (Nonino Prize 
1993, Nobel Prize 2001), with Tomas Tranströmer (Nonino Prize 2004, Nobel Prize 2011), with 
Mo Yan (Nonino Prize 2005, Nobel Prize 2012), with Peter Higgs (Nonino Prize 2013, Nobel Prize 
2013) and with Giorgio Parisi (Nonino Prize 2005, Nobel Prize 2021). 
 
 
THE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
In the center, the Nonino Prize 2025 with the winners, the jury, and the Nonino family. Above, the 
celebration of the 50th anniversary of the Prize in Paris, at the Italian Institute of Culture at the 
Hôtel de Galliffet on Rue de Varenne. 
 
THE BOOK CELEBRATING ITS HISTORY AND FACES WAS PRESENTED: FROM ERMANNO 
OLMI TO LEONARDO SCIASCIA, TO GIORGIO PARISI 
 


