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There is a spirit that has chosen a cultural prize as its advertising investment. It is a valuable choice, 
it has been making it for years, many years: the current one marks the eightieth edition. The spirit 
headlines the prize, but the prize has ended up "cannibalizing" the sponsor who, over the years, 
has given increasing visibility to the winning writers and less and less to the label, which is evidently 
content to remain in the name and on the trophy bottle during award ceremony, live on television. 
The spirit remains in bars and on supermarket shelves, but the title of the country's most important 
literary event is like a label that has lost its color, I would say its spirit, but only because it is the last 
piece before reading us again in September and summer will take away this end -of-season joke of 
mine. 
But while the news these days brings us the names, surnames, and titles of the magical five, six this 
year to make way for a minor publisher, with the usual conjectures, palace intrigues, and pieces 
moved on the chessboard of our publishing scene, there is  another prize, also with a spirit in its 
title, that's less talked about and which this year celebrated its fiftieth anniversary. It may not be 
eighty years old as the Strega Prize, but the Nonino Prize still retains its original vocation, far from 
the glitter of prime time and proudly rooted in the spirit (and here it fits) of its origins. Meanwhile, 
the Noninos impose a precise mandate that they strongly demand on their advertising page: «born 
as an act of love for our land, to enhance rural civilization , with the aim of stimulating, awarding, 
and obtaining official recognition for  the ancient native Friulian vine varieties that are on the verge 
of extinction». And maybe because already fifty years ago, there were fears of extinction even for 
the culture that the Noninos carry forward with the obstinacy typical of their land, a prize that «has 
established itself as an international benchmark, honoring leading figures in contemporary thought 
and creativity, anticipating the choices of the Nobel Prize six times». I don't think that the Strega 
Prize can boast the same pedigree, except f or the 2016 European edition that awarded Annie 
Ernaux, six years before the well -deserved Stockholm prize for literature. The Nonino Prize still 
conveys the authentic message that Giannola and Benito wanted to bring to their distillery in 1975. 
There are the values of quality and respect for the land, for people, and for craftsmanship that looks 
to the future with the determination of those who know how to innovate, without losing their 
identity. This prize is less talked about, but a look through its list  of achievements clearly reveals 
the distinction between the malice of editorial worldliness and the sincere promotion of a 
civilization, the rural one, that clings to culture not to disappear.  
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