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The Prizes on January 25. Writer Krüger, politician De Villepin, dancer Acogny, writer 
sommelier Little 
 
At the Nonino peace, the values of the earth and literature that interprets today 
 
Peace as a continuous commitment: literature capable of telling and interpreting the crisis of 
today’s world; contemporary dance that arises from the ancestral past of Africa; and more the 
promotion of the values of the earth and of the ancient agricultural productions.  
These values will be at the heart of the 50th Nonino Prize, which will take place on Saturday 25 
January, at the Nonino Distillery in Ronchi di Percoto starting at 11 am, and which will be 
awarded to the former French diplomat and prime minister, Dominique de Villepin (Nonino 
Prize), to the German writer Michael Krüger (Nonino International Prize), to the African dancer 
Germaine Acogny (Nonino Prize 'Master of our time'), to the Irish writer, sommelier and blogger 
Ben Little and to the Friulian vine variety Pignolo (Nonino Risit d'Aur Prize). Established in 
1975 "for the valorization of rural civilization, in the year of its fiftieth anniversary the Nonino 
Prize 2025 will be dedicated to the memory of Benito Nonino, who 50 years ago, with his wife 
Giannola, revolutionized the way of producing grappa, who passed away last August. 
The four winners will also hold a public meeting on Saturday 25 January in the Parliament Hall 
of Udine Castle at 6:30 pm. 
 
Dominique de Villepin 
Diplomat, writer, lawyer and politician Dominique de Villepin was French Prime Minister from 
2005 to 2007 during the presidency of Jacques Chirac. Previously, he had been Foreign Minister, 
placing himself at the forefront of dissent against the USA and the war in Iraq, giving a strong 
speech to the UN Security Council in 2003 that earned him the applause of the representatives of 
the member countries hostile to the conflict. Since then, as it can be read in the motivation for the 
Prize - which will be awarded to him by Edgar Morin - « With his lucid and courageous 
interventions on the events that mark our time, from Ukraine to Israel, to Gaza and beyond, he 
makes clear, without violent polemic, the whole dramatic international situation. His is a vibrant 
appeal not to resign oneself to the inevitability of war and the use of force; an appeal to the duty 
of truth in the face of the terrible events unfolding in many places on the planet; a continuous 
appeal to the right and duty to know, and not to look the other way, and find a diplomatic way to 
resolve conflicts; a powerful appeal to a universal conscience capable of recognizing that the 
tragedy of some is the tragedy of all mankind; and finally an appeal to action, knowledge and 
conscience to recognize the humanity that unites us ". 
 
Michael Krüger 
Poet and novelist Michael Krüger is the author of books such as "The Cello Player" (Einaudi 
2002), " Die Turiner Komödie " (Einaudi 2007), "The God Behind the Window" (2024) in which 
with a lucid and disillusioned eye he criticizes a humanity that is confronted with its defeats. "A 
strong and intense poet, discreet and perplexed in the face of life and even more so in the face of 
History, which sometimes seems to leave us on the ground before starting", wrote Claudio 
Magris, who will deliver the prize to the writer in Percoto. «By reading what he writes – we read 
in motivation of the prize - we discover that these are also our own feelings and thoughts, but we 
need him to discover them in his articles, in his novels and short stories, in his poems to make 
them our own and to discover that he is the one who brings them out of us and that, after reading 
him, we have become a little more ourselves». 
 
Germaine Acogny 
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Germaine Acogny, born in Benin to a Senegalese father, who grew up and lived in Senegal and 
France, is a dancer, choreographer and teacher. The dance technique she has developed was born 
from the influence of the gestural heritage of her grandmother, a Yoruba priestess. Therefore a 
contemporary dance that has its roots in tradition. In her career she has worked with Maurice 
Béjart. She created in Senegal the International Center of Traditional and Contemporary African 
Dances, a meeting point for dancers from Africa and all over the world. «Dance – says the 
motivation of the Nonino Prize 'Master of our time ' that will well delivered you her by Mauro 
Ceruti - expresses the most arcane voices of the earth. The Earth, whose preservation and care 
have always been the values of the Nonino Prize. Germaine Acogny is considered the mother of 
contemporary African dance. Africa, the ancestral parent of our human race. Taking her art all 
over the world with performances and founding schools. But when Madame Acogny dances on 
the shore or among forest trees her body becomes prayer». 
 
Ben Little and the Pignolo Grape 
In the fifty years since the foundation of the Prize, the Risit d'Aur wants to remember the 
commitment of Benito and Giannola Nonino to the valorization of native vines, such as Pignolo, 
Schioppettino, Tazzelenghe, and Ribolla gialla, for which they obtained the community 
authorization for cultivation in 1978. Here is the motivation of the Risit d'Aur assigned to Ben 
Little and the Pignolo vine and which will be delivered to him by Giannola with Cristina, 
Antonella and Elisabetta Nonino: « Irish by birth and Friulian by adoption, Ben falls in love with 
the ancient Friulian black vine variety and devotes years of study and research to it » . « In 2023, 
he founds the Association of Pignolo of Friuli Venezia Giulia, which, having more than 34 active 
members, is the largest association of winemakers in the region to unite the energies of 
winemakers, researchers and enthusiasts of the legendary Pignolo, to promote it, enhance it and 
make it known all the way to the heart of the Cité du Vin in Bordeaux and Napa Valley». 
 
Stefano Damiani 
 
 


