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Having dedicated a significant part of my life to the practice of diplomacy, I am pleased tonight 
to acknowledge the signing of a ceasefire agreement in Gaza. This is news that, I hope, brings 
hope to all the hostages and all Palestinians.  
However, I observe with deep concern the growing number of crises that mark our era, from 
Ukraine to the Middle East, and from Sudan to Congo and many other regions.  
These crises are not merely local tragedies. They reflect a profound disruption of the international 
system, driven by the fragmentation of the world and the deregulation of power, signs of a global 
failure:  
­ a moral failure, with the abandonment of fundamental principles as dignity, justice, and 
the recognition of others;  
­ a political and diplomatic failure rooted in a vision dominated by force and fear. The 
pursuit of security and the “double standard” betray our values. Finally, there is a cultural failure, 
perhaps the most serious of all, as we remain incapable of breaking free from sterile dynamics of 
dehumanization, cruelty, and radicalization.  
The challenge is immense, particularly in the moments of the establishment a new American 
administration that combines imperial ambition with technological messianism, in a political 
economy rooted in the monetization of the individual.  
In this context, Europe must, more than ever, remain true to its vocation: to defend a model 
based on the rule of law rather than the rule of force, and to champion a vision that cannot be 
reduced to the narrow interests of the West.  
This requires a spirit of political, economic, technological, and cultural independence, enabling 
Europe to assert genuine sovereignty and reevaluate its strategic relationships with the various 
global blocks, whether the Greater West, the Greater East, or the Global South.  
This is not merely an issue of power; it is a matter of civilization that requires three essential 
actions: first of all, to rethink History on a world’s scale, which means acknowledging the 
silences, omissions, and biases that have shaped our narratives. Only plurality and diversity will 
enable us to rewrite a collective memory open to all.  
Second, we must transcend the idea of a reductive and domineering universalism to envision a 
universal capable of making different experiences, perspectives, and principles coexist. This 
universal must promote respect for singularities and dialogue, as demonstrated by historical 
examples such as the Silk Road or medieval Andalusia.  
Finally, it is imperative to overcome divisions, narrow nationalisms and communitarianism, with 
the aim of affirming a common humanity. Addressing global challenges—climate change, 
poverty, migration, and digital transformations—requires a collective global consciousness, a 
change in perspective, and reimagined policies. Only by overcoming our divisions, we can 
preserve our planet and build together a world of equal rights and responsibilities for all, to make 
this world once again habitable.  
To move forward together, we need evidence, and I want to hope that the reconstruction of Gaza 
and the recognition of a Palestinian State can become the symbol of a possible new international 
order, based on peace and justice. 
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