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Michael Krüger  
«Reading is knowledge» 
 
The German writer winner of the international prize speaks 
«From Umberto Saba to Biagio Marin, my favorite poets are Italian» 
 
THE INTERVIEW 
 
Elena Commessati 
 
Michael Krüger is the winner of the Nonino International Prize 2025, which will be delivered to 
him during the ceremony on Saturday 25 at the Nonino Distillery in Percoto. Refined intellectual, 
poet and novelist, essayist and translator (also of Pavese’s poems), he has long been the soul of 
the eminent German publishing house Carl Hanser Verlag. 
What does being a writer mean for you? 
«Frankly: heaven and horror! When you are in the process of writing, you are not allowed to look 
at the million books behind you; because if you do, you throw away the pencil and go to the 
cinema or in the bar. You have to think, that the little piece you are just writing will add 
something to the huge amount of books written before you - that is a challenge (and hell).But if 
you have finished a piece and you can say: it is good, you are for seconds in heaven. This exercise 
you have to do every day! God had a free day when he created the world, writers even have to 
write on Sundays (or better: in Sundays it writes in them!)».  
What does winning the Nonino International 2025 represent to you? 
«A lot. Some of my favorite poets have lived in Italy, from Umberto Saba and Biago Marin to 
Ungaretti and Montale: so it is a great honor to be selected for a prize in this country. When I was 
younger, I founded with some friends (Hubert Burda, Peter Handke) the Petrarca Prize for 
poetry, and part of our idea was to go to the places where Petrarca used to live - so we started in 
Arquà near Padua. It was our contribution to the Grand tour. So now, some years older, I have to 
start my last Grand tour to Italy, and I start in Udine. (And there is no better way than to start 
with a Nonino!)».  
Your relations with Italy are very close. Can we tell what “a classic” is in general and what you 
think about “our” literature? 
«Italo Calvino once answered the question: Why reading the Classics?: Classic authors are those 
you always wanted to read (again). - As you know, Italy was not really present, when the Great 
European Novel started in the 18th /19th century: from Russia with Dostojewski, Tolstoj, Gogol 
and all the others, France with Stendhal to Flaubert, England with Dickens to Thackeray; Italy 
only nominated Manzoni (a very good choice, by the way).That is the reason, why Italy had so 
many excellent writers in the last century! They wanted to show that there is more than just 
Promessi Sposi. For me it was the greatest pleasure to discover every year new writers from Italy, 
so the house in the Via della Botteghe Oscure became one of the hot spots on my literary map».  
Why should a young person still read Leopardi? 
«Well, you shouldn`t force him to read the Zibaldone, when he is occupied with the adventures 
of Miki Mouse. But you could present the question, if there is more than Mickey Mouse and his 
friends in this world. (By the way: One writer, I was very close to, loved both with the same 
intensity: Umberto Eco, with his big Piedmontese heart). The Zibaldone is one of the books you 
don’t read from A to Z, but you live with it, because it shows you that life can have very difficult 
and dark sides. And if you don’t like what Leopardi is writing on page 49, go directly to page 55. 
Nobody should be forced to read „The Classics“, but we have the duty to tell everybody what 
they miss in rejecting them. - And, by the way: It is an error to say, that book-people are always 
better people, alas». 
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In the motivation of the jurors for you, why does Claudio Magris highlight that after reading 
your tales “we have become a little more ourselves? 
«Well, this question you have to ask Mr. Magris himself. (What I can say about the work of 
Claudio Magris: when I read him, I know always a little more about myself. The problem is that 
we THINK that we know ourselves very well, but that is an error of judgment; we know 5% at 
least. And reading books is one opportunity to enlarge our knowledge; and this discovery makes 
you happier. Try it!)» 
 
THE GOD BEHIND THE WINDOW 
THE LATEST BOOK PUBLISHED IN ITALY BY LA LA NAVE DI TESEO  
« Nobody should be compelled to read “the Classics”, but we have the duty to tell everybody 
what they miss in rejecting them»  
 
Photo legend: 
German Writer Michael Kruger is the winner of the Nonino International Prize 2025 


