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THE PRIZE GIVING CEREMONY 
 
Signs of peace at the Nonino Prize  
The first without the patriarch Benito 
 
The Nonino Prize reaches the milestone of its fifty years of life for the first time without Benito, 
the patriarch of the world-famous family of distillers, to whom they dedicate a touching video 
tribute right at the opening of the award ceremony, an opportunity to listen to the vibrant and 
necessary appeal for peace that comes from the heart of Friuli and from the four internationally 
renowned personalities chosen by the Prize Jury chaired by the neurologist, neuroscientist, 
psychologist and essayist Antonio Damasio: the German writer Michael Krüger (International 
Nonino Prize), the mother of African contemporary dance Germaine Acogny (Prize to a Master 
of our time), the former French Prime Minister Dominique de Villepin (Nonino Prize) and Ben 
Little (Nonino Risit D'Aur Prize). The philosopher and sociologist Edgar Morin, via video link, 
has the task of reminding the world that «we cannot separate lucidity from commitment: there is 
no commitment without lucidity and there is no lucidity without commitment». Morin, who will 
be 104 next July, highlighted de Villepin's «moral commitment», expressing great appreciation 
for «the deep feeling of the Prize». Dominique de Villepin, the first of the prizewinners to go on 
stage, said he was «honored to receive a prize that embodies the fidelity and values of nature. 
Having dedicated a large part of my life to diplomacy», recalled the intellectual, a convinced 
European, a diplomat who has always been committed to peace, «I am happy to welcome the 
signing of a ceasefire agreement in Gaza. However, I observe with deep concern the 
multiplication of crises that mark our time, from Ukraine to the Middle East, passing through 
Sudan and many other places. The challenge is immense, especially at a time when a new 
American administration is asserting itself, combining imperial ambitions and technological 
messianism». In tune with de Villepin's words were those pronounced by Ben Little, writer, 
popularizer and blogger. His speech also ended with words of peace: «When the power of love 
overcomes the love of power, the world will know peace». Then Michael Krüger, 84, a versatile 
author, refined intellectual and editor, introduced by Claudio Magris who defined him as «a 
strong and intense poet, discreet and perplexed by life and even more so by History». «I am 
deeply convinced that the idea and use of poetry are one of the last links that connect us to the 
past and to the richness of our imagination. Europe is in a deplorable state», he said. «The 
insatiable desire for the infinite, which is also the heart of poetry, has been replaced by a vulgar 
attempt to beat the other to obtain a small benefit». The last to go on stage was Germaine 
Acogny: «I dedicate this prize to “my” president Leopold Sédar Senghor, poet and statesman. He 
is the one who supported me and allowed me to meet the great choreographer Maurice Béjart, 
who entrusted me with the direction of Mudra Afrique, the first pan-African school of training 
for dancers on the continent. I would like to thank you through a short dance. It is called “Danse 
intérieure” and symbolizes the search for peace after the travails of life. I dedicate it to Benito 
Nonino and President Senghor. “The dead are not dead” wrote the Senegalese poet Birago Biop. 
May peace be with you». — 


