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Due intellettuali come de Villepin e Michael Kriiger, la “madre” della danza africana Germaine Acogny e Ben Little, il “riscopritore”
di un antico vitigno: i protagonisti della cinquantesima edizione dedicata allo scomparso Benito, patriarca della dinastia di Percoto

‘I quattro del premio Nonino
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inquant’anni di Premio

Nonino il 25 gennaio al-

le 11, alle distillerie di

Ronchi di Percoto, per
celebrare insieme a no-
mi_straordinari della

cultura e dell'arte internazionale
quell'intuizione che ebbero Gian-
nola e Benito Nonino mezzo seco-
1o fa: stimolare, premiare e far uf-
ficialmente riconoscere gli anti-
. chi vitigni autoctoni friulani e
con loro I'amore per la terra e la
cultura contadina da cui molto,
se non tutto, si genera. Un cin-
quantesimo senza il «padre della
grappav italiana, come I'ha defi-
nito The Times I'8 agosto del
2024 a un mese dalla sua scom-
parsa a 90 anni, che «ha trasfor-
mato la parente povera del vino
in una bevanda nobile». Ideal
mente, pero, ci sara anche lui a
brindare ai vincitori di quest’an-
1o, i cui nomi sono stati resi noti
ieri dalla giuria presieduta da An-
tonio Damasio, perché I'edizione
.. del Premio gli & dedicata. Ben Lit-
tle e il vitigno Pignolo, Michael
Kriiger, Dominique de Villepin e
Germaine Acogny sono i nomi
che verranno iscritti nell’Albo
d'Oro del Premio Nonino, che ha

Cultura e arte, i magmﬁc1
quattro del premio Nonino

1975
AL 2025

dozione, con il vitigno Pignolo il
Risit d'aur Barbatella d'oro.

Nel 1975 i coniugi Nonino crea-
no il Premio Risit d'aur quale pre-
mioai vignaioli e agli studi ampe-
lografici sui vitigni autoctoni in
via d'estinzione, il Pignolo, lo
Schioppettino e Tazzelenghe, cui
si unisce la Ribolla gialla in pu-
rezza e avviano l'iter burocratico
per ottenere l'autorizzazione co-
munitaria alla loro coltivazione,
ottenuta nel 1978. Da allora l'af-
fermazione di questi vitigni 2 tale
da far innamorare un pubblico
ben oltre i confini regionali. L'ir-
landese Ben & un esempio di cid
che & successo: si innamora
dell’'antico vitigno friulano a bac-
caneraeglidedicaannidistudie
diricerche cheraccoglie nel libro
autopubblica-
to “Pignolo -
Cultivating the
Invisible”, co-
me ricorda la’
motivazione
del  Premio.
Nel 2023 fonda
I'Associazione
del Pignolo del
Friuli Venezia
Giulia che con
oltre 34 soci at-
tivi & la pifl
grande associa-
zione di vigna-
ioli nella regio-
ne, per unire le energie di vigna-
ioli, ricercatori e appassionati e

cui Kriiger & espressione; uno SassoniaAnhalt,evivea

t'anni di Premio anticipato ben sei Nobel.
Noninoil 25 gennaio per
celebrare insiemea; SIMBOLI Michael Ge e A
nomi della culturae dell'arte Sul palco, questanno, un forte ichael Kriiger rmaine Aco,
lcl:lmmonﬂe l‘inoi-;izil;)euncl richiamo alle origini del Premio, g o
e ebbero Giannola e ito tanto da insignire perfino uno ’, i i
Nonino 50 anni fa. Ben Little, --dei vitigni, il Pignolo, per la cui 1 kt_teram_ - L ambasclatncg
Michael Kriiger, Dominique sopravvivenza il premio ¢ nato; pluripremiato della danza africana
deVillepin e Germaine un appello a conoscere profonda-
Acognyi premiati. mente se stessi attraverso-le pa- Michael Kriiger & natonel Fr: natail28
Lanfritapaginal6 role della grande letteratura di  1943a Wittgendorf, nella maggio1944, G Acogny

sviluppa una propria tecnica di
danza afri

sguardo attento sulla contempo- Monaco. Per molti a.nni éstato  undip
raneitd, com2 consuetudine or- I'editoredell rice

arl fin nel

la Cité du Vin a Bordeaux e a Na-
pa Valley. A Michael Kriiger la
giuria del Premio riconosce di es-
sere lo scrittore per antonoma-
sia. «Leggendo cid che lui scrive
scopriamo che si tratta anche di

commercio, datempo

mai del Nonino, con il pensieroe  Hanser eil direttore della
lavoce di de Villepin e lasua con- rivista “Akzente”, nonché di
vinzione che la tragedia dialcuni ~ Edition Akzente. ﬁmembro di

africana”.Dal 1977211982

|\ elatragedia dell'umanita. Alle di- -ali, C dirige il Mudra Afrique di
! stillerie di Ronchi il canto e la presldentedell Accademia daalcuni perilsuorifiutodi  Dakar, fondatodaMaunce
musica ci sono sempre e, que- bavaresediBelle Artieautore  impegnarelaFrancianella Béjarte dal Presids

icana.
notacomela “madre della ‘unoscrittore, sommelier,
danza contemporanea blogger e poeta per caso. L La

nostri e pensieri, ma
abbiamo bisogno che lui li sco-
pra per farli nostri» e «dopo aver-
lo letto siamo diventanti un po’
pitl noi stessi», afferma tra I'altro
la ivazi

ivil del Friuli Venezia
rahnmrapinltato, nel

Cendali, Mauro Ceruti, Jorie Gra-
ham, Amin Maalouf, Claudio Ma-
gris, Norman Manea ed Edgar
Morin. L'ex primo ministro fran-
cese Dominique de Villepin rice-
vera il Premio Nonino 2025, men-
tre il poeta e romanziere tedesco
Kriiger, autore di “Il Dio dietro la
finestra”, La nave di Teseo, sara
insignito del Premio Internazio-
nale Nonino 2025. La danzatrice,
- coreografa e insegnante con cit-
tadinanza senegalese e francese
Acogny ricevera il Premio “Mae-
stra del nostro tempo” e lo scrit-
¥ ~tore, sommelier, blogger e poeta
irlandese Ben Little, friulano d'a-

st'anno, T'espressivita dellartesa- - di numerosi volumi di poesie, gllermilllmqnel 2003, de Senegal L. S. Senghor.
] della  racconti, = i afa,
{ LMaestra delnostro tempo», Ger-  traduzioni. Per la sua opera diJacques d i
P maine Acogny, ma- ia ha ri it Chi iatricein tuttoil mondo
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/ Ascegliereil parterre, insieme  Joseph Breitbach-Preis (2010). disoccupazione e andatain danza dell’Afrique en Creation
/ con il presidente Damasio, gli al- Nel 2020 La nave di Teseo ha costante declino, il debito diParigi. Traisuoi premiil
tri membri della giuria: Adonis, pubblicatoilsuoromanzo “La pubia]ieoésmto contenutoe  Leoned’oroalla carriera della
. Suad Amiry, John Banville, Luca  casadeipazzi”. sié ridof Biennale di Venezia.
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VOCI NOBILY
E uno sguardo accorato alle
guerre e tensioni che minano la
terra quello che il Nonino sem-
bra voler portare all'attenzione
dei pit1 conil premioade Vilepin,
«una voce nobile e di alto valore
morale», premette infatti la moti-
vazione. «Conisuoi interventi lu-
cidi e coraggiosi sugli eventi che
segnano la nostra epoca, dall’'U-
craina a Israele, a Gaza e non so-
lo - prosegue - fa comprendere,
senza polemica violenta, tutta la
drammatica situazione interna-
zionale. Il suo & un vibrante ap-
pello a non rassegnarsi all'inevi-
tabilita della guerra e al ricorso
alla forza; un appello a trovare
una via diplomatica per la solu-
zione dei conflitti». E per presen-
tare la “Maestra del nostro tem-
po”, la giuria considera che «la
danza esprime le voci pil1 arcane
della terra. La danza & gioia divi-
na e Germaine Acogny & a dan-
za».
Antonella Lanfrit
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The event
Culture and art, the magnificent four of the Nonino prize

Fifty years of the Nonino Prize on January 25" to celebrate together with great names of
international culture and art the intuition that Giannola and Benito Nonino 50 years ago. Ben
Little, Michael Kriiger, Dominigue de Villepin and Germaine Acogny are the prizewinners.

The Four of the Nonino Prize

Two intellectuals like de Villepin and Michael Kriger, the “mother” of African dance Germaine
Acogny and Ben Little, the “ re-discoverer” of an ancient vine: the protagonists of the fiftieth
edition dedicated to the late Benito, patriarch of the Percoto dynasty.

FROM 1975 TO 2025

The Noninos. The female dynasty of Friulian grappa, orphaned by Benito (below) who passed
away in 2024 at the age of 90. The fiftieth edition of the prize is dedicated to him.

THE EVENT

Fifty years of the Nonino Prize on January 25" at 11:00 am, at the distillery in Ronchi di
Percoto, to celebrate together with extraordinary names in international culture and art the
intuition that Giannola and Benito Nonino had half a century ago: to stimulate, award and
officially recognize the ancient native Friulian vines and with them the love for the land and the
rural culture from which much, if not everything, is generated. A fiftieth anniversary without the
"father of Italian grappa", as The Times defined him on August 8, 2024, a month after his death
at the age of 90, who «transformed the poor relative of wine into a noble drink». Ideally,
however, he also will be there to toast this year's winners, whose names were announced
yesterday, January 8, by the jury presided by Antonio Damasio, because this edition of the Prize
is dedicated to him. Ben Little and the Pignolo vine variety, Michael Kriiger, Dominique de
Villepin and Germaine Acogny are the names that will be entered in the Roll of Honor of the
Nonino Prize, which has anticipated six Nobel Prize winners.

SYMBOLS

On stage, this year, a strong reference to the origins of the Prize, so much so as to even honor one
of the vine varieties, Pignolo, for whose survival the prize was born; an appeal to know oneself
deeply through the words of the great literature of which Kriiger is an expression; a careful look
at contemporaneity, as is now customary for Nonino, with the thoughts and voice of de Villepin
and his conviction that the tragedy of some is the tragedy of humanity. At the Ronchi distillery,
singing and music have always been there and, this year, the expressiveness of art will be
strengthened by the presence of the "Master of our time", Germaine Acogny, considered the
mother of contemporary African dance. Hers is a dance capable of becoming prayer.

The parterre was chosen, together with President Damasio, by the other members of the jury:
Adonis, Suad Amiry, John Banville, Luca Cendali, Mauro Ceruti, Jorie Graham, Amin Maalouf,
Claudio Magris, Norman Manea and Edgar Morin. The former French Prime Minister
Dominique de Villepin will receive the Nonino Prize 2025, whereas the German poet and
novelist Krtger, author of "The God behind the window", La nave di Teseo, will be awarded the
International Nonino Prize 2025. The dancer, choreographer and teacher with Senegalese and
French citizenship Acogny will receive the "Master of our time" Prize and the Irish writer,
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sommelier, blogger and poet Ben Little, Friulian by adoption, with the Pignolo vine variety will
receive the Risit d'Aur Gold Vine-shoot.

In 1975, the Noninos created the Risit d’Aur Prize as an acknowledgement for winemakers
and ampelographic studies on native vine varieties in danger of extinction, Pignolo,
Schioppettino and Tazzelenghe, joined by pure Ribolla gialla, and began the bureaucratic process
to obtain the community authorization for their cultivation, which was granted in 1978. Since
then, the success of these vine varieties has been such that they have made an audience fall in love
well beyond the regional borders. The Irishman Ben is an example of what happened: he fell in
love with the ancient black vine variety from Friuli and dedicated years of study and research to
it, which he collected in the self-published book "Pignolo - Cultivating the Invisible ", as the
motivation for the Prize recalls. In 2023 he founded the Pignolo Association of Friuli Venezia
Giulia which, with over 34 active members, is the largest association of winemakers in the region,
to unite the energies of winemakers, researchers and enthusiasts and make it known right into the
heart of the Cité du Vin in Bordeaux and Napa Valley. The jury of the Prize recognizes Michael
Kriger as the writer par excellence. "Reading what he writes we discover that it is also about our
feelings and thoughts, but we need him to discover them to make them our own" and "after
reading him we have become a little more ourselves", the motivation states among other things.

NOBLE VOICES

It is a heartfelt look at the wars and tensions that undermine the earth that Nonino seems to
want to bring to the attention of most people with the prize to de Villepin , "a noble voice and of
high moral value", so in fact the motivation begins. "With his lucid and courageous interventions
on the events that mark our time, from Ukraine to Israel, to Gaza and beyond - it continues — he
makes clear, without violent polemic, the whole dramatic international situation. His is a vibrant
appeal not to resign oneself to the inevitability of war and the recourse to force; an appeal to find
a diplomatic way to resolve conflicts". And to introduce the "Master of our time", the jury
considers that "dance expresses the most arcane voices of the earth. Dance is divine joy and
Germaine Acogny is dance".

Antonella Lanfrit

Michael Krueger

The award-winning man of letters

Michael Kriiger was born in 1943 in Wittgendorf, Saxony -Anhalt, and lives in Munich. For many
years he was the editor of the Hanser publisher and the director of the magazine "Akzente" as
well as of Edition Akzente. He is a member of several cultural institutions, president of the
Bavarian Academy of Fine Arts and author of several volumes of poems, short stories, novels and
translations. For his literary work he has received many awards, including the Peter Huchel-Preis
(1986), the Miirike-Preis (2006) and the Joseph Breitbach-Preis (2010). In 2020 La nave di Teseo
published his novel "La casa dei pazzi".

De Villepin

The diplomat against the trend

Dominique Marie Francois René Galouzeau de Villepin (born 14 November 1953 in Rabat) is a
French diplomat, writer, lawyer and politician. He was Prime Minister of France from May 31,
2005 to May 15, 2007. Considered a visionary by some for his refusal to engage France in the war
in Iraq in 2003, de Villepin was a close associate of Jacques Chirac. During his mandate as Prime
Minister, France experienced strong growth, unemployment steadily declined, and public debt
was contained and reduced.
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Germaine Acogny
The Ambassador of African Dance

Franco-Senegalese, born on May 28, 1944, Germaine Acogny developed her own technique of
modern African dance, becoming universally known as the "mother of contemporary African
dance". From 1977 to 1982 she directed the Mudra Afrique in Dakar, founded by Maurice Béjart
and the President of Senegal L.S. Senghor. Dancer, choreographer, pedagogue, she has become
an ambassador for African dance and culture throughout the world. In 1997 she was appointed
artistic director of the dance sector of Afrique en Creation in Paris. Among her awards there is
the Golden Lion for Lifetime Achievement at the Venice Biennale.

Ben Little

The Friulian Irishman who loves Pignolo

Irish by birth, Friulian by adoption, with a background in economics and commerce, Ben Little
has long since become a writer, sommelier, blogger and poet by chance. His deep devotion to the
vine varieties of Friuli Venezia Giulia catapulted him into the field of viticulture in 2016, when he
began researching and talking about Pignolo, an indigenous Friulian vine variety, neglected but
documented since 1300. His studies became the basis for his 2021 literary debut with "Pignolo -

Cultivating the Invisible ".



