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From the winners of the “Nonino 2025” an appeal to the Old Continent. De Villepin: «May it speak 
with one voice». Krüger: «Politics separates, poetry unites». Acogny: «Let them dance together, they 
will understand each other better». Little “dreams” of Pignolo 

  

"Europe now needs a new way of thinking" 
 

THE PRIZE 
An appeal to Europe to speak with one voice on the global chessboard. Let it do so with the 
pride of its own identity and its own vision of the world. At the same time, let it take action to be 
a protagonist for the end of the war in Ukraine, but also to ensure that it has the tools that allow 
it to maintain sovereignty and independence: from a single military force to technological 
equipment adequate for the times - there isn't even a European cloud -, in addition to confirming 
its economic and financial strength. Conversely, if each of the 27 countries speaks for itself, there 
is no future. Two of the voices that will be awarded today with the Nonino Prize 2025 at the 
Nonino family's Distillery in Ronchi di Percoto (Udine), the former French diplomat, politician 
and intellectual Dominique de Villepin and the German poet and writer Michael Krüger, have 
their eyes fixed on the future of the Old Continent. The present, in fact, is very challenging and 
Europe does not seem to be fully aware that there is the risk of becoming only «the battlefield 
between the USA and China», explains the Frenchman de Villepin. 
And Krüger: «With the post-war period there was a new order in Europe, but this time is over. 
Not even the EU has managed to produce a single voice. Each territory speaks with its own voice 
and this is terrible. If everyone speaks only for themselves, it is the end of Europe». A risk that de 
Villepin also saw with the presence of the only European Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni at 
Trump's inauguration. «We must be united in Europe - he underlines -. We must defend our 
identity and do it together». 
The moment is so delicate that, for the Nonino Prize 2025, «the key challenges of the future will 
be the independence and sovereignty of Europe». This, in his vision, is also clearly visible in what 
is happening around Ukraine. «Trump is aiming for a bilateral US-Russia agreement, but Europe 
must take part in the negotiation table» and have a plan. «There should be a peace treaty that 
includes respect for Ukraine's sovereignty; guarantees that allow for a lasting ceasefire; 
confirmation of the security of Europe's architecture; an idea for reconstruction», summarizes de 
Villepin. 
Perhaps, this continent that needs «a new thought», as Krüger, winner of the Nonino 
International Prize, claims, would benefit from going back to appreciating the language of poetry. 
«The language of politics separates, the language of poetry unites», says the German writer. 
Krüger is working on a huge book dedicated to European and international poetry in the 
twentieth century, to analyze the role it had in that century. The example of Poland is 
paradigmatic of its power. «It is the country where most Nobel Prize winners were born - 
underlines the writer-poet - and poets have been the guarantors of the Polish spirit for the entire 
population, more than politics and economy have been». 
A strategic role, that of the arts, of which Senegalese dancer Germaine Acogny, Nonino Prize to a 
Master of our time, is also convinced. «I dream that we begin the day with dance - she claims - 
because dance is a form of communication, it generates harmony that unites. It can create a sense 
of community, as also recognized by the companies that have repeatedly called me to hold 
courses in their programs aimed at creating a team spirit». From this point of view, she observes, 
«it is not practiced enough. Dancing together, we understand each other better». She is also 
betting on dance for a positive future in Senegal. « In a few years the Biennale of modern dance 
will be held there and the new Minister for Culture has assured the patronage. It is a good start. 
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We brainwash young people so that they go abroad, but absolutely return to their country and 
stay there». 
Bewitched by a region that is not his home region but is becoming his choice, Ben Little, the 
2025 Risit d'Aur Prize winner, is a great promoter of the native Pignolo vine variety. «It is 
Pignolo that chose me, an empathetic, gentle, strong vine variety. It took a long time to explain to 
me a lot about this land - he reveals -. I am trying to nourish the understanding of this world, to 
increase the appreciation for it». He recalls the «unbelievable» work accomplished by Benito and 
Giannola Nonino in saving the native vine varieties that were disappearing 50 years ago and 
recognizes that «Pignolo guided me in an anthropological quest, with forty thousand kilometers 
covered among the hills of Friuli». – 
 
Antonella Lanfrit 
 
Photo caption 
Above Michael Krüger, on the left Dominique De Villepin: together with Ben Little and 
Germaine Acogny, they are the winners of the 2025 edition of the Nonino Prize - Risit d' Aur  


